
Crime and Punishment AP Essay prompts

1979: Choose a complex and important character in a novel or play of recognized literary merit who might--on the basis 
of the character's actions alone-be considered evil or immoral. In a well-organized essay, explain how and why the full 
presentation of the character in the work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid plot 
summary. You may base your essay on one of the following or choose another appropriate work. Great Expectations,  
Othello,  Hedda  Gabler,  The  Stranger,  Jane  Eyre,  Crime  and Punishment,  Light  in  August,  Antigone,  Wuthering  
Heights, Richard X, Doctor Faustus, Major Barbara, Brighton Rock, Moby-Dick,  Native Son,  Billy Budd.

1980: A recurring theme in literature is "the classic war between a passion and responsibility."  For instance,  a personal  
cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with 
moral duty. Choose a work in which a character confronts the demands of a private passion that conflicts with his or her  
responsibilities. In a well-written essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its  
significance to the work. The Iliad, Crime and Punishment,  Henry IV, Parts I and 2, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young  
Man, Jude the Obscure, Antigone, Madame Bovary, Moby-Dick, Huckleberry Finn, An Enemy of the People,  Candida,  
Jane Eyre,  Antony and Cleopatra, Great Expectations, Murder in the Cathedral, Anna Karenina, Ethan Frome.

1982: In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake. Choose a work of literary merit that confronts the  
reader or audience with a scene or scenes of violence. In a well-organized essay, explain how the scene or scenes 
contribute to the meaning of the complete work. Avoid plot summary.  Light in August, Billy Budd, A Tale of Two  
Cities, The Zoo Story, King Lear, Huckleberry Finn, Native Son, Wuthering Heights, An American Tragedy, Medea,  
The Great Gatsby, Crime and Punishment, Lord Jim, The Stranger, Catch-22, Wise Blood, Invisible Man, Tess of the  
D'Urbervilles, Julius Caesar, A Separate Peace.

1984: Select a line or so of poetry, or a moment or scene in a novel, epic, or play that you find especially memorable.  
Write an essay in which you identify the line or passage, explain its relationship to the work in which it is found, and  
analyze the reasons for its effectiveness. [No works listed.]

1988: Choose a distinguished novel or play in which some of the most significant events are mental or 
psychological-for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in consciousness. In a well-organized essay, describe how 
the author manages to give these internal events the sense of excitement, suspense, and climax usually associated with 
external action.  Do not merely summarize the plot. Go Tell It on the Mountain, Oedipus Rex, Hamlet, Othello, King 
Lear, A Doll's House, The Portrait of a Lady, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, A Passage to India, Jane Eyre,  
Invisible Man, Pride and Prejudice, The Scarlet Letter, The Great Gatsby, Crime and Punishment.,  Great  
Expectations, Death of a Salesman, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf /, Song of Solomon, Their Eyes Were Watching  
God, To the Lighthouse,  The Awakening

1996: British novelist Fay Weldon wrote: "The writers ... who get the best and most lasting response from readers ...  
offer a happy ending through moral development. By a happy ending, I do not mean mere fortunate events-a marriage 
or a last-minute rescue from death-but some kind of spiritual reassessment or moral reconciliation, even with the self, 
even at death." Choose a work with such an ending. Identify the "spiritual reassessment or moral reconciliation" in the 
ending and explain its  significance in the work as a  whole.  Huck Finn,  All  the Pretty Horses,  Bless Me, Ultima,  
Candide, Ceremony,  The Color Purple, Crime and Punishment, Cry, the Beloved Country, Emma, The Eumenides,  
Great Expectations, Heart of Darkness, Invisible Man, Jane Eyre, King Lear, Major Barbara, Moby-Dick, The Piano 
Lesson, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, The Portrait of a Lady, Praisesong for the Widow, A Raisin in the Sun,  
Song of Solomon, The Stone Angel, The Tempest, Their Eyes Were Watching God, 12th Night, The Warden, Wuthering  
Heights.

2002: Morally ambiguous characters-characters whose behavior discourages readers from identifying them as purely 
evil or purely good-are at the heart of many works of literature. Choose a novel or play in which a morally ambiguous  
character plays a pivotal role. Then write an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as morally  
ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a whole.  The Age of Innocence, All the  
King's  Men,  Anna Karenina,  The Autobiography of  an Ex-Colored  Man,  The Awakening,  Billy  Budd,  Crime and  
Punishment, Faust, Fences, The Glass Menagerie, Great Expectations, The Great Gatsby, Heart of Darkness, Hedda  
Gabler, Henry V, The Mayor of Casterbridge, The Merchant of Venice, Mrs. Warren's Profession, Pere Goriot, The  
Picture of Dorian Gray, The Plague, Pocho, The Scarlet Letter,  Silas Marner,  Sister Carrie, Sula, The Turn of the  
Screw,  Typical American.


