
Diary of Anne Frank Scene Notes

Act 1, Sc. 1 
(in the attic)

• Mr. Frank is extremely saddened and depressed; he 
wants to leave Amsterdam.

• Miep gives Mr. Frank Anne’s diary.

Act 1, Sc. 2 
(flashback to earlier time in the attic)

• Franks and VanDaans are forced into hiding because 
they’re Jewish and their lives are in danger (during 
WWII)

• Two families will live together in the attic of Mr. Frank’s 
business (foreshadows conflict).

• Miep and Mr. Kraler will bring them food and news.
• Peter brings his cat.
• Peter is standoffish, a loner.
• Anne is just the opposite- optimistic, energetic.
• Conflict between Anne and her mother foreshadowed.
• Anne receives diary from her dad.



Act 1, Sc. 3 
(2 months later)

• Peter and Anne arguing.
• Mr. VanDaan very concerned about Peter’s studies. Mr. 

VanDaan and Peter don’t seem to get along (conflict). 
Mr. Frank is going to help with Peter’s school work.

• Mrs. VanDaan “flirts” with Mr. Frank.  She seems very 
materialistic.

• Mr. VanDaan is a smoker, making him very grouchy when 
he doesn’t have cigarettes.

• Anne criticized for her high spirits by almost everyone. 
Being cooped up is especially hard for her.

• Anne spills milk on Mrs. VanDaan’s coat.  Mrs. VanDaan is 
very upset with Anne.  Mrs. VanDaan appears to be very 
materialistic and ostentatious.

• Anne and her mother argue.  Anne is tired of being 
compared to Margot.

• Mr. Frank agrees to let Mr. Dussell join them in hiding. 
This further reveals his kind-heartedness and 
selflessness.

• Mr. Dussell shares information on how bad it’s getting for 
the Jews.  Many are being taking to concentration camps 
or put to death.

• Mr. Dussell and Anne share a room (foreshadows possible 
conflict because they are such opposites!)

• Anne and Mr. Dussell do not get along.
• Mr. Dussell complains about Peter’s cat and about his 

allergies.
• Mr. Dussell is characterized as being a loner, complainer, 

and hypochondriac.



Act 1, Scene 4
(Several months later)

• Anne has a nightmare about the Green Police.
• She is very loud and Mr. D worries she could’ve been 

heard by the Green Police.
• She rejects her mother and asks for her father.
• Anne realizes she is being mean to her mom but cannot 

seem to control herself.
• The war appears to be heating up.

Act 1, Sc. 5

• Celebrating Hanukkah, Anne has thoughtful presents for 
each person

• Conflict surrounding Peter’s cat
• Thief may have heard Peter falling off the chair.
• Mr. VanDaan blames his son for putting their safety at 

risk.



Act 2, Sc. 1

• New Year- Jan. 1, 1944- They’ve been in hiding almost 1 ½ 
years.

• Peter’s cat has disappeared.
• Tension

1. Mr. Dussell accuses Mrs. VanDaan of being 
unfair (with portions of food).  He thinks she 
gives more to her husband.

2. Mr. Dussell and Peter still argue.
3. Mr. VanDaan wants Miep to sell his wife’s coat 

and buy him cigarettes.  This further 
exemplifies his own selfishness.

• An employee is asking for a raise.  Possible blackmail???
• Anne and Peter seem to connect.  Peter admires Anne’s 

ability to say what she feels.
• Peter’s speech and actions reveal that he’s shy, awkward, 

or, perhaps, frustrated.
• Anne’s diary entry updates:

1. People supplying ration books were 
captured, which means less food!

2. Mr. Kraler is sick.
3. There is a question of whether employee 

will ask for more money or not.
4. The war is progressing; hope it will end 

soon.
5. Anne wishes for someone her own age to 

talk to-- possibly foreshadows relationship 
with Peter



Act 2, Sc. 2

• Anne and Peter’s relationship as friends grows 
stronger.

• Mrs. VanDaan does not seem to like that at all!
• Peter kisses Anne on the cheek.
• They believe the “rats” are eating their food from the 

pantry.

Act 2, Sc. 3

• Mr. VanDaan is caught stealing food.
• Mrs. Frank loses control, insists that Mr. and Mrs. 

VanDaan leave.
• Anne is frightened at the possibility of Peter leaving too.
• Mr. Frank stays calm, upset with their arguing.
• Miep brings news of the invasion (D-day June 6, 1944).
• Regret their wrongs (Mr. VanDaan ashamed of stealing, 

Anne ashamed of her treatment of her mom, Mrs. Frank 
ashamed of losing her temper)

• Invasion is bogged down.
• Anne talks about her love for writing.
• The radio is found by Gestapo.  Will they trace it back to 

thief and will the thief tell them what he heard?



Act 2, Sc. 4

• Phone ringing non-stop.  Mr. Dussell thinks that it’s Miep 
and something’s wrong; Mr. Frank refuses to answer it-- 
he doesn’t want to give away their hiding place.

• Anne talks to Peter about the importance of FAITH.
• Important quote from Anne: “I still believe, in spite of 

everything, that people are really good at heart.” 
Further reveals her optimism.

• Anne has changed; she’s grown up.  She has the courage 
to face what is to come.

• Green police find them, and they’re captured (this is the 
climax of the play!)

Act 2, Sc. 5
(November 1945)

• Mr. Kraler, Miep, and Mr. Frank are back in the attic, the 
FLASHBACK ends.

• Mr. Frank was the only survivor.
• He shows his appreciation for Anne’s optimism, faith, and 

spirit.
• Possible THEMES: 

1. Everyone has courage deep within themselves.
2. Maintaining an optimistic attitude helps people get 

through tough times.
3. Never take things for granted-- Love life!!!!


